THE   TEN   YEAR   PLANT   GOMMEXTS

fit in well with the proposed Lenin hills residential area in
the south-west and with the existing factories.
The following table may be of interest:


	Population Millions.
	Approximate radius n*^.cs

London County Council   . Metropolitan Police Area . New Moscow ....
 Moscow (including forest belt)   .
	4-2
 8-3
 5-0
 5-o
	6
 ID 8-5
 14

THE METRO

In 1931 a great public debate was begun as to the advis-
ability of building an underground railway. On this matter
Perchik1 writes in 1936 as follows:

"A considerable number of the so-called * theoreticians*
on municipal enterprises were opposed to the construction
of a subway fion principle/ They wrote in all seriousness
that under socialism the population will not move about
more rapidly, but more slowly than under capitalism*
In other words, according to their theory, in the future
people were to become self-sufficient stick-in-the-muds.

"In essence, these people preached not proletarian, but
petty-bourgeois> socialism.

"It is now clear to every one in the Soviet Union that
these people were preaching outright bourgeois views,
that they were propagandists of the most reactionary
anti-proletarian ideas in the sphere of developing socialist

cities."

This seems to be evidence that discussion on matters of
importance is not always welcomed! In any case, the
government were successful in working up a high degree of
enthusiasm. So much so that many thousands of citizens
went and did a substantial amount of voluntary work in
their spare time on the building of the Metro (though the
economic value of this irregular and unskilled work may be
doubtful).
1 TTte JR&orutnutian of Moscow, p. 55.
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